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VI. An Account of a Book, viz. 

Edmundi Dickenfoni M. D. Phyjica vetus £2? ve- 
ra y Jive y TraClatuS de Naturali veritate hexame- 
ri Mofaici . Perquem Probatur in hijloria Crea- 

tionis cum generations Univerfe methodum atq\ 
modum, turn verce Philo ) fophi# principia, JlriSlim 
atq\ Breviter tradi. Londini 1702. in 40.. 

M Any perfons having c swill'd at the Mofaical Cofmo - 
peeia, as unphilofophically written, this Learned 
Author here takes upon him to (hew, that Mops, in his 
Hiftory of the Creation, has briefly deliver’d both the 
principles of true Philofophy, and the method and man¬ 
ner of all generation. Undertaking to elucidate the Mo- 
fa'tck Philofophy , and conceiving it cannot be better done, 
than by the Corpufcularian, or Atomical Philofophy ( as 
being mo ft fitted for explaining and proving the generati¬ 
on of things) hehrs thought it ncccflary, in the fir ft place, to 
remove that great prejudice, which many learned men have 
had again ft this kind of Philofophy; and having intimated 
its Antiquity, he lays that all the ancient 0 reek Corpufcu¬ 
larian Philosophers before Anaximander , who was Difci- 
ple and Swecc!for to 'Thales, maintain’d a Deity; which 
lie denyed, -and initiated many Athei'lical Philofophers 
among the lonichs, till Anaxagoras, that famous Corpufcu¬ 
larian, reliored the Dodtrine of Thales, and to the Parti¬ 
cles (if Corpuleles ( as Thales had done before ) added a 
mind, that is, God to work all things ; and the Author 
lays, afterward all (excepting Epicurus, and his followers) 
grantin''- the lb Principles, were fo far from thinking the 
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World could be made by chance, that they held an infinite 
Wifdom, or mind directing all things, that is, a God wholly 
necefiary for it, who from an inform and confus’d mat¬ 
ter, made and eftablifht this wonderful order and ornament 
we fee. 

lie urges the excellency of the Mofaick Philofophy from 
its Antiquity, as having been deriv’d by a continued 
Tradition from our hr 11 Parents. That Noah received it, 
and his Sons, cfpecially San and faphet/j, it is not to be 
doubted , who we may believe took care to convey it to 
Pofterity, and tho mankind fell by degrees from Piety to 
a Licentioufncfs in all Vice ; fo that all, in a manner, neg¬ 
lected, or wholly defpis’d their Creator, whereby their 
minds were blinded, as to the notions they had imbib’d 
concerning God and Nature; fo that whatever Dodtrines 
they let up afterward concerning beginnings, were very 
obfeure and imperfedt, or trivial and falfe : Yet in the Fa¬ 
mily of lleber the true knowledge continued longer, who 
deliver’d it to the Hebrews defeended from him. And be 
thinks no principles of Philofophy may be found, which 
more aptly agree both to Chemical and Mechanical expe¬ 
rience, or fo fitly quadrate to thofe things that now offer, 
as thofe which may be form’d and drawn according to the 
feat of the Mofaick WiJ'dom, and then he lays down the 
four following propofitions as a foundation to build his 
Doctrine upon. 

1. That the wifdom of the Mofaick Cofmology can fcarce 
be underftood, unlefs we firft know thofe Principles of 
Philofophy which Mofes had regard to, when he apply’d 
himfelf to write of the origin of all things. 

2. Thofe principles can neither be diicerned by reafon, 
nor be well conjedtur’d at, unlefs we firft know what 
principles of Philofophy prevail’d in that Age. 

3. That the Philofophy of that Age was Corpufculary, 
holding that whatfoever was contain’d within the Heav’ns 
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and Terraqueous Globe, was made of mod fubtle Parti¬ 
cles. 

4. That this way of Philofophizing did not only pre¬ 
vail over one or two Provinces; but was diffus’d in a 
manner thro all Nations, who apply’d thcmfelves to the 
ipeculation of Nature, tho efpccially (as ’tis believed) thro 
Phoenicia, /Egypt, ldumaea and Arabia . 

Upon a diligent enquiry after that knowledge of Na¬ 
ture, in which the Sons of Noah formerly concurr’d, no 
explication of Nature fecms to him more favoured, none 
more true and ancient, than that which teaches that all 
concretions made from the beginning, and all Generati¬ 
ons afterwards, rife from Minute Corpufclcs or Atoms. 
Thefc, he fays, were thole principles of Philofophizing, 
which all natural Philofophers, /Egyptians, Phoenicians, 
Arabians , Hebrews, Syrians, Indians, Brittains and Creeks, 
embrac’d from all Ancient time, and which were us’d as 
Keys for opening the fecrets of Nature, till about the year 
of the World 3560. 

Now, he fays, tho the mod: Ancient Sages, both before 
and after the Flood, had the fame fentiments of the na¬ 
ture of things, and laid down the fame Foundation of 
Philofophizing; yet they gave not the fame names to 
their Principles ; for foine called the matter of all things 
to be generated, V/alers, others cither Sand or Du/l, or 
Particles , or Atoms, or Monads, as the Pythagoreans. The 
Hebrew Technical word which is given to the principle 
of natural tilings is Chink, which iignifies Sand, and the 
Arabick word is Unde or 11 tul, which Iignifies the Jirjl 
matter, and alfo Sand from hala, which is to pour forth 
Sand, whence baton is poured forth. Now from thefc 
Hebrew and Arabick words the /Egyptians, Syrians anil 
Greeks took their word hyle, to denote the fame, and the 
Phoenicians, Hits: both which words alfo at firft fignified 
minute Particles fever’d like Sand. MoJ'es firft call’d all 
the xMatter, of which the World was made, Heav’n and 
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Earth, then Earth alone, then, by reafon of the Profun¬ 
dity, the Abyfs, and then Waters, tho he fcarce thinks 
this word was firft us’d by Mofes, to notify the Matter 
of' the World; but looks upon it as in ufe with Philofo- 
phers for fome Ages before; and, perhaps before the 
times of Abraham , becaufc we read that the Druides in 
Europe , and the Brachmans in India always thought Water 
to be the principle of things, and there are Learned 
men that fay, the latter were taught their Fhilofophy by 
Abraham ; and Magaflhones in his India fays, that the fame 
principles of Philosophy that ■flourilht in Greece* were An- 
ticntly ufed in India among the Brachmans and, if we 
believe Aventinus , in the time of Ilerrnion, King of the 
Germans, who Reign’d when Jfaac was not 40 years of 
Age, Co/ledges of the Druides were flouriflnng. 

Next, having premitted fome things concerning the 
Chaos and the extent of the MoJ'aick Creation , he proceeds 
to give an account of the fix days work , where he has 
fhewn much Learning in fetting forth how all things paft 
in a natural order. Then he tells us of the Creation of 
Matter, or the Chaos, contrary to the opinion of thofe who 
held Matter eternal, wrongly grounding thcmfelvcs on 
this Maxim , Nothing is made of nothing; which Maxim 
was introduced by the firft Philofophcrs, who were CorpuJ- 
cn.'arians, and held only two principles of all Generations, 
viz. an adtive Power, which was Spiritual and Incorporeal, 
aad a Pafiive, viz. Matter , and apprehended nothing in 
the Nature of Body, befide matter various ways difpofed 
by magnitude, figure, life and motion ; or reft, conceiving 
in no Generation, a new fubftancc to be produced, but 
only the old to be mixt and chang’d after other ways, 
lo that a new fpecies of things arifes, as another mixture 
and turn of matter give it new forms and qualities ; not 
that they thought thofe forms and qualities bad a real ex¬ 
igence in that thing, to which they were faid to belong; 
but that they arc only our ienfations, to which they feem 
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to have a being, for if they had a real being, new entities 
would arife daily from nothing by ordinary generation, 
which would be abfurd to think. Therefore they wifely 
inculcated the above-mention’d Maxime, Nothing is gene¬ 
rated of nothing, viz. by the power of nature; for they 
understood it of natural productions, and brought it in, to 
take away qualities and fubdantial forms. But Philolo- 
ph ers of after ages wrefted the force of that Maxime to fet 
up an ?cternity of Matter, conceiving it abfolutely and al¬ 
ways ncceffary that whatfoever arifes be generated from 
another thing, either becaufe they thought that nothing 
but what is material and corporeal ever cxifted, which be¬ 
caufe it could not make it felf, they believ’d to be eter¬ 
nal : or if they denyed not an Immaterial power, or a 
God, yet they confider’d not his omnipotcncy, as able to 
create matter of nothing : or if they thought it could be 
created by God, why do they think it was not created, 
but exifled before the world was made; fmcc Matter ex¬ 
isting, nothing was wanting but motion for the formati¬ 
on of the Heav’ns and Earth. 

Speaking concerning the motion of Matter, he fays, 
God s^avc it that motion, and at the motion of the Mat- 
ter, which he excited, he created that power which we 
call Nature, this being nothing but the motion of Matter, 
made according to the Laws, which the prime Author of 
Nature eftablilht in the beginning. 

He treats next of the primigenial Fire and Light, or of 
the firft Heaven, and (hews after what order it was made, 
upon a motion of the Particles ; and fays, it pleas’d God 
among thofe works which he put under the Laws of Na¬ 
ture, from the beginning to inftitute fome great Miracles 
here and there, above the power of Nature, more fignal- 
ly to fhew he v/as Lord of the frame c f the world, and 
that the Divine Mind is always to give rule to Nature : 
and fhews by many Suggestions and Chymical Experi¬ 
ments, that it’s no abfurdity in R’eafon to admit the $u* 
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pcrcaslcftial Waters intimated by Mofes, whatsoever fome 
may object. 

Tre ating of th e Expanfum, or Inferionr Heav’n, he fays 
that according to the Mofatck Phyftology, the Keav’ns, ge¬ 
nerated of the A by (fine, or Chaotick Waters, are divided 
only into two Orbs, call’d by the names of the Snperiour 
and inferiour Heav’ns (tho others have made feveral Cae- 
Icftial Orbs) and having fpoke of the Snperiour Heav’n in 
the foregoing Chapter, he tells us here, that the Inferiour 
Heav’n, the work of the lecond day, is call’d by MoJ'es 
the Expanfum , and comprehends all the fpace from the 
Terraqueous Orb to the Empyreal Heav’n, or the/Ether, 
tho with this difeinction, that its fuperior part, which is 
far the greater is call’d Sidereal; the Inferiour, next the 
Earth, Aerial : and then he tells us how this inferiour 
Heav’n was fram’d : and as for the Ccelum Ccelorum, men¬ 
tion’d by Mofes , call’d by S. Paul the Third Heav’n, he 
fays, it’s a Supra mundane Light, to which no Mortal can 
have acccfs. 

Treating of the Chaotick or Elementary Waters, he 
fays that tho Mofes , and the Brachmans and the Dr aides, 
long before him, faid Water was the principle of all 
things, yet he thinks neither Mofes nor the others under- 
ftood it to be true or natural Water, but only Metaphyji- 
cal , viz. that immenfe Multitude of Chaotick particles, 
of which all things were made in the beginning; which 
when they were moved by God, prefen ted an appearance, 
as it were, of waters •, nor is the nature of water, fpeak- 
ing Philofophically, any thing but a multitude of round 
and fmooth Particles circulating about their Center : and 
he produces many arguments for making out what he has 
here laid down. 

Treating of the Chaotical and Elementary Earth, he 
tells us of the great delight Nature takes in changing all 
things, and making again the like. This, he fays, can 
be perform’d in all Elements, even by the InduEry of 
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Art: So not only the Solar Fire, every where diffus’d in 
the rays of the Sun, but likewife the Kitchen Flame may 
be made Earth by Nature and the help of Art; this the 
burning of Brick in a Brickill, and the Calcination of An¬ 
timony by the rays of the Sun, evidently fliew, finee upon 
burning (tho many parts fly away in fleams and fmoak) 
they get a confiderable increafe and weight, the fiery parti¬ 
cles being detain’d in the Burnt thing, and fo turn’d into 
an Earthly Nature. Nor is the Conversion of the Solar Fire 
into Earth unknown to skilful Chymifts, v/ho fo prepare 
feveral dry things, that they magnetically attract the mod 
fervent Rays of the Sun, and fo retain them, that the; 
get an egregious and dry weight: and the Hermetick Sage 
owe a great part of their Natural ‘Tincture to the flam 
of Fire. Again, he tells us, the Earth itfelf (but firff turn’ 
into Salt) can be wholly turn’d into Water; and the 
mod pure Water, by a very ftrong and tedious diftillati- 
tion, without any addition, or fcarce any diminution, 
may be made a white Earth. Nor does he doubt but the 
Air alfo, as well by other ways, as by a violent agitation 
and concuflion of its parts (fuch as is made by the Water, 
and a difeharging Guns, cfpecially of thofe which are 
charg’d with Air atone vehemently comprefs’d) may be fo 
broken and attenuated, that its broken fine Particles, be¬ 
ing joined and aflixt anew afterward, either to themfelves, 
or to other particles, may make either Fiery, or Watery, 
or perhaps Earthly concretions, which being now become 
heavy, the Elajlick force of the Air drives to the Earth. 

Treating of the /Egyptian Ifraelites, to fliew that they 
were not fo ftupidly Ignorant, as fornc pretend they were, 
and incapable of a Philofophical Inftrudtion from MoJ'es , 
he fays it’s known, all the pofterity of IJrael were call’d 
the Sons and Houfe of Jfrael, and fo the pofterity of 
Abraham were call’d his houfe and Sons, whom he com¬ 
manded to keep the ways of Jehovah, which were that fe- 
cret path of wifdom, Which is the knowledge of divine 
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and humane things, and of the Caufes in which thefe 
things are contain’d; wherefore we may believe that 
Abraham train’d his Houfe, which grew up to a People, 
or Nation, in divine. Moral, and Natural Knowledge. 
Eupolemus teftifies that Abraham was molt familiarly 
converlant with the Ileliopolitan Preijls in /Egypt, and 
taught them thofe Sciences he brought with him 
efpeeially the Gelcftial Science, Ajlrology. Vales '"'Jacob 
had been well sidl'd in Nature, and well feen in the ways 
of railing and fortifying the Imagination, and had alfo 
known the eflicacy and property of the rods he us’d, and 
had well consider'd the powers of the Stars and fit Seafons, 
or he had not provided to himfelf fo many fpotted and 
ring-fheak’d Sheep, The fame Learning was in his Chil¬ 
dren, continued in vigour among their pofterity: So 
that Thcophrajlu r fays the Jews were naturally Philofo- 
phers, they were fo train’d to it from their youth. Many 
more arguments he produces, for proving the continuance 
of good Learning amongfc the Hebrews , and that it was 
fupprelt by their Slavery in /Kgynt. 

Treating concerning Mojes , he fays there were but fix 
men betwixt him and A'dam , viz, Metbufalem , Noah , Sem, 
IJ'aac , JoJ'eph and Amram, Mojes' s Father; fo that if we al¬ 
low not Mojes to have receiv’d his knowledge by infpira- 
tion from God, we cannot doubt but he receiv’d by Tnir 
dition whatfoever there was of Learning among the Ante¬ 
diluvian J'athers , and to have learnt the origine of the Uni- 
verfe. Pie fays, it’s well known Ajlrology and Chymijlry 
fiouriiht in /Egypt in the time of Mofes, by which the In¬ 
ward natures of Cadeftial and Terreftrial things are made 
known, his Skill in Chymilhy appear’d by his reducing the 
Golden Calf to a powder, and diffolving it in common- 
water : And he fays there is a ready method, known on¬ 
ly to Philofophers, by which method Gold, having a 
lecret Powder put into it, is prefently made a Powder 
dilfolvable in Water, and he conceives this way was ufed 
by Mojes. If it be objected, it’s no way likely that Mojes 
turn’d the Golden Calf into Powder by Chymiftry, but as it’s 
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exprefsly faid) by burning; and that it’s not probable Mofes 
knew that Art, of which no mention is made in Sacred or 
Prophane Writers, it being a new Invention which no man 
mention’d before ‘Julius Firmicus , who writ about the 
time of the Emperor Conjlantine. To this he anfwers. He 
owns no exprefs mention is made of it in the Scriptures, 
but he thinks they enforce us by a neceffity of Confe- 
quence to believe that Mofes fometimes did fomething 
great by that Science. And he fays it’s clearly prov’d, the 
Science*of Chymijlry was much more ancient than Mofes, 
by thofe many things which are faid of Tubal Cain or Vul¬ 
can ; fince when Mofes laid he was a mailer of every Ar¬ 
tifice in Iron and Brafs, all the ancient Sages underftood it 
of his Skill in Chymiflry. Hence the /Egyptians , in that 
Temple which at Memphis was dedicated to Vulcan, erail¬ 
ed a School of Chymiflry, which there long flourifh’d, as 
we are told by Zozimus, Fanopolitus, Eufebius, Synefius , 
and others. And Abulpharagius tells us, he found in an¬ 
cient Records, that in A Egypt , after the deluge, they were 
Learned in many Sciences, and efpecially in the Sciences 
of Chymiflry, Falifmans, and Burning-Glaffes, He adds one 
argument for the Antiquity of Chymifiry, from Gen. 6 . 
where Jehovah commands Noah to make a clear light for 
the ufe of the Ark, which he defires leave of the Learned 
to believe, was a fplendour of a Fiery and Sulphureous 
Liquor prepared by the Artifice of Noah, and put in Vef- 
fels of the Lapis fpecularis, or of Cryftal, or, haply, of 
Glafs, and hung in fuch places of the Ark, to enlighten 
all the Cells of the animals : the fubtle effluvia of the 
Liquor alfo fupported and kept in health the Animals 
without that grofs food, which might otherwife have 
been neceffary for them, and would have requir’d more 
room for ftowage than may well be accounted for, accord¬ 
ing to thofe dimenfions we have of the Ark : And this he 
endeavours to make out by many fuggeftions. 
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